Major William Russell Sr. reportedly was a native of Rutherford County North Carolina formed in 1779 from Old Tyron County North Carolina and existed from 1769 to 1779. John Russell recorded one of the first deed of sale of a tract of land in Tyron County in 1769 the year Captain William Bean moved from Virginia to Boons Creek. John Russell recorded a tract of land on Fishing Creek in 1766 in Mecklenburg County North Carolina and a grant of 200 acres in Cravens County South Carolina on Bulls Run in the year 1765 and 1762. John Russell and William Bean lived adjoining one-another on waters of the Dan River in Virginia before 1763. John Russell and William Bean were-reported as brother-in-laws in the book Animals of Tennessee by Ramsey. John Russell was the only or one of the few Russell in the reported area of Major William Russell native state in the year of 1762 and states his residents as Cravens County South Carolina in 1763 in Halifax County Virginia recorded in deed book #5 page 58, 60, and 62. 

Major William Russell moved early in life to Tennessee. Captain William Bean moved to Boons Creek in the year of 1769 the beginning of the Watauga Settlement, and The State of Franklin and Washington County and the State of Tennessee. John Russell sold his tract of land in Old Tyron County in the year of 1769. John Russell was listed on a tax roll recorded by Captain William Bean in 1778 and land deeds in 1775 and 1789 Washington County Tennessee, Another John and George Russell were located on the waters of Kendrick Creek in 1784 listed on the 1778 tax roll.

Major William Russell served under General John Sevier. John Sevier moved to the Watauga area in 1773 from Virginia. John Sevier served on the frontier in the military, and the Gov. of the State of Franklin from 1784 to 1788, the first appointed Gov. of Tennessee in 1796 to 1801 and another term from 1803 till 1809. John Sevier led a military company to the Battle of Kings Mountain in October of 1780 near Major William Russell's native state of Heneritta, North Carolina and returned quickly to the Battle of Boyd's Creek in December of 1780. Major William Russell was near 18 years old in 1780 and of age to muster per Virginia standards; married with one daughter Mary "Polly" Russell. One Private William Russell and wife Agnes recorded a meager fifty-acre North Carolina Grant in 1782 and the sale in 1784 adjoining Captain George Russell on Boons Creek. Agnes Russell was recorded as the wife of William Russell in the years of 1784 and 1782, and recorded on the Boling Fork Baptist Church in Franklin County Tennessee held at the Home of Major William Russell near the present day town of Cowan, Tennessee. Major William Russell and Agnes Russell were among the constituting members of the Bear Creek Baptist Church in Franklin County Alabama in 1817. One female was on the 1820 Franklin County Alabama Census in 1820 in the household of Major William Russell. One George Russell had recorded a 180 tract of one of the three tracts of survey #7 that John Russell sold in 1763 adjoining William Bean in Lunenburg-Pittsylvania-Halifax County's of Virginia on waters of the Dan River. One George Russell Jr. married Elizabeth Perkins and recorded on the 1820 Franklin County Tennessee Census. The George Russell on the Cascade Creek waters of the Dan River on part of Survey #7 had recorded one half of a plantation in Surry County North Carolina from a Charles Perkins in 1773. 

One account of Major William Russell, Sr.'s life in the War of 1812, was reported by Davy Crockett in his book written in 1834. Davy speaks of George Russell and Captain William Russell, Jr. as the sons of Old Major William Russell. Some years later President Andrew Jackson in a reply letter to Captain William Russell Jr. of Pleasant Hill "Mulberry" Crawford County Arkansas mentions the Russell and Beans and the death of Absolom Russell one of three Russell killed from Tennessee in the War of 1812. There were some 16 Beans and some 20 Russell recorded on the Franklin County Tennessee Tax and Voters Roll Certified by Absolom Russell in August of 1812. Among the many given names of some 30 Russell's in Franklin County were enlisted in the war of 1812 among some 100 Russell given names from Tennessee. The Book Southern Kith and Kin Vol. II By Jewell Davis Scarborough also reports accounts of Russell's in the War of 1812. Family that served kin to Major William Russell were sons Pvt. Absolom, Captain William, { son-in-law to Jesse and Elizabeth Mitchell Bean} Pvt. George and Edmond Russell and son-in-laws Martin Little, Temple Sargent, and Solomon Wagner. See the movie Davy Crockett King of the Wild Frontier with George Russell played by Buddy Ebsen. 

